
SECOND GRADE ELA KNOWLEDGE-BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #8: Matter Suggested Duration 3-4 weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSE2RI2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.

ELAGSE2RI3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

ELAGSE2RI5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.

ELAGSE2RI7 Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text.

ELAGSE2W2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

ELAGSE2W7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).

ELAGSE2L1f. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The action movie was
watched by the little boy).
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Essential Questions

Factual—

What is matter?

How do temperature changes affect matter?

Inferential—

Can changes to matter caused by temperature be reversed?

How are containers matched to their contents?

Critical Thinking-

Which states of matter are better and worse for different
uses?

What is the most efficient way to change one state of matter
to another?

Tier I Words (conversational) Tier II Words (transdisciplinary) Tier III Words (content-specific)

change, look, test, feel gas, liquid, solid, properties, color, mass, length,
texture, hardness, strength, structure, reversible,
irreversible

absorbency, flexibility,

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template

Berger Framework with Iinstructional Notes

Oral Language Strategy

Provide students with sentence stems from Tool 2 Oral
Language strategies related to the content for partner and
whole group discussions. Example include:

___ changes to ___ when you ___.

___ is more ___ than ___.

___ is less ___ than ___.

Vocabulary Strategy

Use the Choose and Chat strategy from Florida Center for
Reading Research to emphasize descriptive words in addition
to the many labeling words that come up in this unit. If
possible, bring in real-life objects for students to use--wood,
metal, plastic, rubber, putty, water, juice, milk, balloon,
pinwheel.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcrKR719laEh0VKevGyLkEMFbBQn_yzcFcbPPgIq3Jc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pbm6daCM7lGluAoRngQpfffu0lk-u1ffPOQSFhGigk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.valentinaesl.com/blog/sentence-stems-or-sentence-frames
https://fcrr.org/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/k1_vocabulary/k1_word_categorization_word_knowledge/k1_v007_choose_and_chat.pdf
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8


Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

Description:

1. Provide small groups of students with the following items: wooden craft stick, metal coin, sheet of paper, inflated balloon, marker, bowl of water
2. Have each group create and complete a chart showing each item's current state of matter and how it can be changed.

Object State of Matter Would cooling it down change its state of
matter? If so, describe the change.

Would heating it up change its state of
matter? If so, describe the change.

craft stick solid No Yes, burning would make smoke as a gas

3. Once students have completed their analysis, have the group use their thoughts to create compound sentences for each object.
Freezing a solid craft stick but burning it will make smoke as a gas.

Standards:
ELAGSE2W7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).
ELAGSE2L1f. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The action movie was
watched by the little boy).

Summative Assessment(s):

Description: ReadWorks “Water Takes Three Forms”

1. Provide students with a copy of the passage and scaffold decoding of words with unintroduced letter-sound spelling patterns as needed in small groups.

Standards:
ELAGSE2RI2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.
ELAGSE2RI3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

Writing Task and Rubric:

Description: A Story of Matter

1. Provide students with the following prompt and a Narrative Writing Checklist to guide their work: Think about all the ways we have learned that heat can be used to change the
state of matter. Plan and draft a story in which the main character uses heat or cold to change matter in three ways throughout a day. Your story can be real or imagined.

2. Score final products using the Narrative Writing Rubric.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZdW6ojegdfZXREVoLPuj4dCC755qCgkq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dvHLuk_wKfXSPSZh9i1XrjlWFUaojiW_/view?usp=sharing


Standards:
ELAGSE2W2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.
ELAGSE2RI3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Differentiation Consideration

Building Background Knowledge Through
The Berger Framework

Berger Framework: What Is the World Made Of?

Standards Based Text Activities - tasks should
require metacognitive strategies.  Process of
thinking and building knowledge is visible in
learning.

1. Create 3 buckets of various books and passages used during this unit.
2. Use a 4 Corners approach to have students choose which state of matter is most

important to their daily lives.
3. Once students are divided into their chosen groups, they should use all available

texts and a Chromebook to build an argument for why their state of matter is the
most important.

4. Use Accountable Talk Stems to guide students in a debate about the importance of
each state of matter.

5. As a ticket out the door, have each student rank the three states of matter by their
importance and write a sentence explaining each choice.

Performance Task - students should use both
written and verbal expression to complete
the task.

What’s for Lunch?
1. Plan to bring lunches back to the classroom for this activity.
2. Begin an anchor chart as you model categorizing the components of your lunch as

solid, liquid, or gas. Point out gasses that students may overlook such as
carbonation in soda.

3. At their tables or desks, have students turn and talk to neighbors as they eat to
categorize the contents of their own lunch. Students can use sticky notes or a basic
3 column chart to write down their observations.

4. After lunch, have students add their observations to the anchor chart and discuss
any misconceptions.

5. Consider repeating on another day with physical (cooling milk down) and chemical
(baking a roll) changes represented in lunch items.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vmBWlbZbt1-TWeJT61MLstY468a3SkUU8Nms1aclKdw/edit?usp=sharing
https://practices.learningaccelerator.org/strategies/accountable-talk-stems


Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band

Change It  (District provided)
What is the World Made of?
What’s the Matter in Mr. Whisker’s Room
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